A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MARY ROBINSON-MOHR Volume 40, Issue 3
March 2008

Last Saturday, | ran out the door to my car to go to a Presbytery meeting. On the
way out, I noticed little dark green spikes in my flower bed. “Aha! The crocuses are com-
ing up!” I said to myself. When | came home later that day, there were bright yellow blos-
soms just starting to unfold.

“Wow!” | thought, “That was fast!” | looked around my yard to see other little buds and
sprouts looking far more noticeable than they have for months. Spring is definitely on its
way to Bellingham.

That means Easter is on its way, too. It is a wonderful time of year to celebrate renewal
and rebirth and the restoration of hope. Just as creation bursts out of its “tomb” of winter,
we rejoice that Jesus bursts through death and brings life eternal and hope without end to
us.

One of the Psalms appointed for both Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday is Psalm 118.
Different verses are to be read on the two different Sundays, and it is rich with celebration
and hope. It begins with the cry, “O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast
love endures forever!” It also ends with this acclamation. Then, at the high point in the
middle of the psalm, the writer proclaims, “The LORD is my strength and my might; he has
become my salvation.” The psalm begins and ends with the goodness of God and the un-
ending love of God, and the saving strength of God is in the middle.

It is almost like an outline of God’s work with us, though I’m not sure the writer in-
tended that. God first loves us, and then as we walk through life, well, different things hap-
pen. Some are good, some are not. All of those chapters of life contain some measure of
our failure and confusion, our hurt of self and our hurt of others. Our more unlovable traits
come out, and many people in our world live and act as if this is the last word that God
would have with us. “You should be good, but you aren’t. You are rejected,” seems to be
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...

the assumption about God’s view of us, whether on a conscious or unconscious level.

That’s where God’s action steps in to intervene. “The LORD is my strength and my might; he
has become my salvation,” says the psalm. When we fall short, God does not turn away from us.
Just the opposite! God stretches out God’s heavenly creating hand, and intervenes. God just can’t
turn away, because the love God has for us is indeed “forever.” God’s greatest outreach to us is in
the death and resurrection of Jesus, our Easter joy.

It is because of this that the last chapter of the story of God’s interaction with us can be, “For his
steadfast love endures forever.” The love of God surrounds our entire being.

Praise God!

Easter Joy,
Pastor Mary

ADULT STUDIES: LET’S GET TO KNOW THE OLD TESTAMENT!

Come one, come all, to a potluck supper at 6:30 on Friday, January 4, 2008, and for
the study following until 8:30. Children’s activities are available as the adults study
the next segment of the Old Testament in our yearlong survey of the entire Old Tes-
tament. This time we will see the rise of a king and then kingdoms in the history of
God’s work with Israel and Judah, and with the community of faith. 1 and Il Sam-
uel, I 'and Il Kings, and Ruth will be surveyed, with passing remarks about I and |1
Chronicles. What a surprise to find what is waiting in the Old Testament for you to
discover! Come and find out!

Upcoming dates:

e March7: Psalms, Wisdom Literature (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of
Solomon, Job)
e April 4 Pre-exilic Prophets (Amos, Hosea, Isaiah I, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah)
e May2: Exilic and Post-exilic Prophets (Isaiah Il and 111, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel,

Daniel, Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)

TUESDAY NOON LENTEN STUDIES

Beginning February 14th, join the Christian Education class as they explore the curriculum “Experiencing the
Bible Again for the First Time.” Written by Tim Scorer and Marcus Borg, published by Wood Lake Publishing
(the Canadian branch of USS’s Pilgrim Press, this promises to be fascinating, exciting and enlightening.

Please come, Tuesdays during Lent, beginning Feb. 14 through March 13!

ALL PARISH BRUNCH ~ MARCH 2

All Parish Brunch on March 2 from 8:45 to 10:15! Come and join the St. James Deacons for a
hearty brunch prior to worship!
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TREASURER’S REPORT SALLY ALBERS

We started 2008 with a bang! Several members have prepaid their pledges for the entire year, so that our income
was nearly $10,600 higher than January 2007 — a total of $31,692.55. So, despite pay-
ing our annual per capita of $11, 049.25 in January, the general fund balance actually
increased from $5,001 to $7,355 in the month.

The stock market decline affected the value of our holdings in New Covenant Funds
Balanced Growth fund — so that declined by about $33,000 in January. Fortunately we
do not need to sell any stocks in the short term. Perhaps by summer we will be seeing
gains in endowment values once again.

As always, you can check the office windows to see financial statements for January for yourself. Renee knows
where to put her hands on spare copies for you to take away if you prefer.

Meanwhile Jack Drury’s Buildings & Grounds committee is moving forward on the capital improvements neces-
sary to protect our building. The skylights over the staircase were replaced by Rainshield; the overgrown trees
and shrubs trimmed in January by Beaver Tree Service. Some interior rooms will soon be receiving new furni-
ture and carpeting. These are funded by the Endowment, from stock that was sold at a market peak last summer
and invested in a less volatile money market fund, also at New Covenant Funds. We should all be grateful to
those members who established and augmented our endowments in the past; their foresight and generosity has
made it possible for us to continue to operate through difficult times.

During March a special fund-raising effort kicks off to support our expanded programs for 2008. We project a
need of an additional $13,000 above pledges in hand. | would like to see everyone participate in this drive — even
small children. From pennies to thousands we “vote growth” with our dollars. St. James is at a turning point,
where 2008 can be the year we began growing again. It takes foresight and generosity in a new generation of
donors to live up to the legacy of our past.

YOUTH NEWS! TARA GIDDENS, YOUTH LEADER

Wow, | can’t believe it’s already March! Which of course means spring is almost here and hopefully
we will have more sunny days. March also means St. Patrick Day is coming upon us, which always plays with
my love of everything Celtic. One of my favorite Celtic designs is their use of the triquetra (three triangles
connected) which Christians have taken to be a symbol for the Trinity. Each triangle represents a different part
of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We hear about the Trinity in the Bible:

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”” Matthew 28:18-20

There is a legend that St. Patrick used a shamrock to explain the Trinity when he was preaching. Each
leaf represented a part of God, and while there were three separate leaves, they came together to create one
plant. | think it’s amazing that St. Patrick was able to use something that small and seemingly unimportant, and
make a connection to explain such a huge and very important concept. It reminds me to constantly be aware of
my surroundings, and how something very insignificant could, in fact, be used in a powerful way. Like my
5’2"’ friend always said, “Big things come in little packages!”
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Kral's Serawls’ - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION THE REV. TAMALYN KRALMAN

“Are You Spiritual or Religious?”

As you contemplate that, think of it as an either/or type question? In her book Welcome to the Wisdom of the
World, Joan Chittister writes, “Religion and spirituality are not the same thing: religion has to do with leading us
to an awareness of God, with giving us the tools, the disciplines to make ourselves ready for the experience of
God. Spirituality has to do with transforming the way we live as a result of the awareness, with infusing all of
life with a sense of Presence that transcends the immediate and gives it meaning.

So, which do you learn when you read your Bible? Which comes from sitting in church? Which descends upon
you when you gather in fellowship or sing hymns during worship or join in a discussion during a Sunday School
class or a Bible Study? Hopefully a little bit of both. And, hopefully, prayerfully, those religious tools that help
you grow as a spiritual person, that help draw you closer to God, become more familiar to you and easier to use
each time you come to this place, each time you join in a class or come to a service.

Think you’re too busy to be here on Sunday morning or for something else that’s happening during the week?
Think again. Your spiritual well being is just as important to maintain as the rest of your health. While you’re
planning your healthy meals and your walks around the neighborhood, start planning how to tend to your soul, as
well. Then you’ll be that much closer to being the person that Chittister describes when she says, “the spiritual
person is the one who breathes in and out the spirit of the God toward which they move.”

See you on Sunday!

A Big Thank You!

Have you looked in our Art
Supply room, lately? Not the
Resource Room, which is gen-
erally locked, but the art room, where we keep our con-
struction paper and the long work table for art projects.
If you haven’t been in there, take a look and see the
transformation. Then, tell Bill Read, “Thank you.”
Bill built us some floor to ceiling shelves that have
been long needed in that room, helping us to organize
our art and craft supplies. Our teachers and students
now have a workroom that is a pure pleasure to actually
work in! Thank you, Bill.

Hooray for Terrific Dads!

We’ve come a long way from the days in which women were to keep silent. We
now live in an age where men are sometimes hard to find in Sunday School
classrooms. So, thanks to Chuck Snyder and Mark Danielson who help with our
Multi-Age Sunday School class on a regular basis, and Randy Mohr, who jumps
in as emergency substitute, not only showing our kids that Sunday School and
the children are very important to our church, but serving as good role models,
as well.
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MISSION & SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE

BREAD FOR THE WORLD: OFFERING OF LETTERS WORKSHOP. Saturday, March 8, 9.30 - Noon, Gar-
den Street United Methodist Church. To register, call or e-mail Matt Newell-Ching, Western Region Organizer,
tel. toll-free: 888-75-BREADx1, or (503) 922-2182, or e-mail: mching@bread.org. Learn how we can help re-
duce hunger and poverty around the world by convincing Congress to fund poverty-focused development assis-
tance and meet our commitments to the Millennium Development Goals. At the workshop we will learn how
our faith communities can contribute to making poverty history. From Moses to the Hebrew prophets and
Christ himself, there is consistent biblical tradition of God's people being called to urge their leaders to stand up
against oppression. Year after year, studies show that hand-written letters are one of the most effective tools to
influence our lawmakers. In an "offering of letters" our faith communities can "offer" our citizenship up to God.

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE: "STANDING WITH THE LIVING STONES OF PALESTINE AND IS-
RAEL". April 18-19, University Christian Church, Seattle (Friday daytime), University Presbyterian Church,
Seattle (Friday evening, Saturday). Christians have been a vital presence in the Holy land for nearly 2000
years; current generations refer to themselves as "living stones”. Conditions there now threaten the survival of
Christian communities. A broad group of western Washington Christians present this conference out of deep
concern for our sisters and brothers in the land of the Bible. Featured speakers include Mr. Sami Awad, direc-
tor, Holy land Trust Bethlehem); The Rev. Jane Barron, immediate past pastor, St. Andrew's Church, Jerusa-
lem; Dr. Bernard Sabella (Catholic), elected member of the Palestine Legislative Council from Jerusalem, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees, Middle East Council of Churches, Pro-
fessor of Sociology, Bethlehem University. More details will be posted on the bulletin board, and will be avail-
able by visiting: www.livingstonescoference.org, or by contacting Shannon Parks-Beck, Seattle Presbytery,
windsweeper@gmail.com; or John Berg, Middle East Fellowship, johnberg@msn.com. On Wednesday, April
16 we hope to welcome Mr. Sami Awad here in Bellingham, at a noon and evening presentation. Details will
follow in the Sunday bulletin and on the bulletin board.
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March 23, 2008 Fairhaven Park
7:00 a.m. Bellingham, Washington

Dress warm, and bring the whole family?!
Continental breakfast to follow in the park pavilion.

We hope you join us for this annual ecumenical Easter Sunrise service,
You are welcome to the work and worship at one of our
sponsoring churches every Sunday.

Central Lutheran Church ~ ELCA
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Sacred Hearf Catholic Church
St. James Presbyterian Church
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Sunday schedule

9 am Adult Class
10:30 am Worship
7pm AA

2 3 4
8:45 — 10:15 am All Parish 6 pm Boy Scouts 5:30 pm Al Anon 6 pm
Brunch 7:30 pm WA Gender Alliance
Communion
9 10 11 |
Daylight Savings Time 6 pm Boy Scouts 5:30 pm Al Anon 6 pm
Girl Scout Sunday 7:30 pm WA Gender Alliance 7 pm Wha
12 pm Deacons C
7 pm Session
16 17 18
Palm Sunday 6 pm Boy Scouts Pulse Items Duel 6 pm
5:30 pm Al Anon
7:30 pm WA Gender Alliance
23 24 25
Easter 5:30 pm Gitl Scouts 5:30 pm Al Anon 10 am
7 am Sunrise Service 6 pm Boy Scouts 7:30 pm WA Gender Alliance 6 pm
8:30 am Haster Brunch
30 31 |

6 pm Boy Scouts
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Church office
Open Tuesday ~ Friday,
9-12,1-4

733-1325
office@saintjamespres.org

1
10 am OA
5 6 7 8
AA Men 12 pm Lenten Soup & Study ~ 6:30 pm “Let’s Getto 9 am Church Work Party
6 pm Worship committee  Know the Old Testament” 10 am OA
6:30 pm Bell Choir . Study
7:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 AA
12 13 14 15
AA Men 12 pm Lenten Soup & Study 12 pm Prime Timers 10 am OA
com Weaver’s 6:30 pm Bell Choir 1:30 pm Girl Scouts
aild 7:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 AA
19 20 21 22
AA Men Maundy Thursday 7 pm Ecumenical Good 10 am OA
6 pm Seder Meal & Friday Worship @ Garden
Worship St. Methodist Church
6:30 pm Bell Choir
7:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 AA
26 27 28 29
Pulse Crew 6:30 pm Bell Choir 6 pm Friday Night Social 10 am OA
AA Men 7:30 pm Chancel Choir

7:30 AA
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS
& ANNIVERSARIES

March Birthdays

* k% *

Fern Wibbens

Jody DeWilde

Karen Jackson .

Judy Bayless

Linda Monroe

Ramona Villani

Martha Speer

Julie Van Halm

Wally Botsford

Sophie Burkland

Bob Hamilton

Richard Green

Virginia Green .

Akiko Anderson

Liam DeWilde

Nate Boshears

Mary Eason

Lora B. Eckert

Madeleine Smith

Marion Dobbie

Randy Mohr

Pam Gibson

Carmen Hellinga

Richard Hellinga

Betty Pickard

Mary Robinson-Mohr

Margaret Humble

March Anniversaries

* * *

Bill & Maverette Butler
Jack & Shirley Drury

Peter & Mary van der Veen
Bart & Vicki Griffith
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

A Thank You from Margaret Rice: “I want to express my
gratitude to the Deacons for the Valentine’s Day card and cook-
ies. You are all so generous to put on the memorials, recep-
tions, and weddings. Thank you so much!” Happy (belated)
Valentine’s Day, Margaret!!

Bob and Marilyn Monahan have a hospital bed and wheelchair
to donate. Interested? Please call them at 733-3947.

Jack Drury reminds everyone: “Per an article in the Feb
14th,2008, Los Angeles Times newspaper: taxpayers and former
taxpayers must file a 2007 form 1040 or 1040A by April 15th in
order to receive a rebate check in May, 2008. You may see
more information about it from AARP or other sources, but this
is an early notice for those not required to file in 2007.” Thank
you, Jack!

From Dick Madden: A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to our car-
ing and loving family at St. James during my recent (and unfor-
tunately ongoing) medical crisis. You have no idea how your
visits and cards have bolstered me through a rather tough

time. To John and Margaret, Pat and Dave, Phyllis, Pastor Tam,
Deacon Tony, Bob and Irene, for getting me through 13 days in
the hospital....for home visits from Tony and Nancy and Pat and
Dave....and for all your "Get Well" cards (more than 50 of
them). Bob Monahan's wit and sense of humor, our Sunday
School's valentine cards and cookies. You're all just GREAT
and | can't thank you enough. The Doctor tells me the healing
process will take some time, but I can't wait to get back to
Church and thank you all personally. Until then, God bless, and
once again, thank you!

If you have news you would like to share with the St. James family,
please submit it to the church office by the next newsletter deadline,
March 18......

ANNUAL WOMEN?’S RETREAT: SAVE THE DATE!

Save the date of April 26, from 9:30
am to 2 pm for the Annual Women’s
Retreat! Bobbi Hargleroad will be
the guest speaker.

Questions? Please contact Nancy
Pace.
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MONTHLY CHURCH WORK PARTY ~ IS SPRING HERE YET?!

Please join us for the monthly all-church clean-up ~ landscaping ~ fix-it ~ workday: Saturday , March 8:
9 am—12 pm. Bring your favorite tools, and join us in maintaining our lovely church!

PRAYER VIGIL FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Bellingham faith communities continue the monthly prayer vigils for peace in the Middle East, which were
started in December 2000 at the initiative of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and organized nation-
ally by Churches for Middle East Peace.

Participating congregations thereby can incorporate the welfare of the people of the Middle East /’Sﬂ
into their Church life and advocacy.

The next prayer vigil will be at 5:30 pm on §

Tuesday, March 18 at 5:30 pm, at First Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, 495 East Baker-
view Road, Tel. 734-6820.  All are welcome!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF ST. JAMES

The last Tuesday of each month, the Presbyterian Women of St. James gather for Bible Study at 10:30 am, and a
potluck salad luncheon at 12 noon. Questions, call Phyllis Jones, 734-4504.

Tuesday, March 25

Pastor Tamalyn Kralman will present at lunch, “Handling Your Life Changes”

PRIME TIMERS

Meeting for a salad and sandwich lunch at noon on the second Friday of the month has

proved to be successful for Prime Timers! Next meeting will be March 14 at 12 noon in the
Horizon Room.

THE INTERFAITH COALITION AUCTION IS COMING!

A week’s vacation in Jackson Hole with a spectacular view of the Grand Tetons, a garden lover’s getaway to Portland, an origi-
nal Susan Bennerstrom painting, a hand-blown glass creation by Christopher Morrison. These are a few of the items you’ll have
a chance to bid on at Interfaith Coalition’s March 29 auction, “Open Hearts, Quiet Minds in the Garden of Hope.”

Interfaith Coalition’s largest fundraising event begins at 5:30 p.m. at the Lakeway Inn, 714 Lakeway Drive in Bellingham. Tick-
ets for the silent and live auctions and dinner cost $40 and are available through the Interfaith Coalition office by calling 734-
3983.

Proceeds from the event support programs that provide housing to homeless families, access to health care for all in need, and
social connection to isolated seniors.

Interfaith Coalition is gratefully accepting underwriting support for its event, as well as donations for the silent and live auctions.
If you wish to make a financial contribution or a donation of a getaway, a service, art, or a new item, please call Interfaith Coali-
tion, 734-3983.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS ~ FEBRUARY 9, 2008 CARLA SHAFER, CLERK

The meeting opened with prayer. Presbytery commissioners for Saturday, February 23, 2008 in Mount VVernon
will be Jan Resick and Bill Read.

Margaret DeMaine gave the Deacon’s report. Valentine Gift bags will be given to shut-ins. March 2, 2008 is the
Parish breakfast. The Session circulated a sign-up to help serve at the breakfast.

Sally Albers gave the Treasurer’s report. Investments declined, but receivables were greater than expenses. St.
James has a positive fund balance.

John Dobbie reported that Stewardship and Budget are developing a 2-3 year capital improvements budget. Mis-
sion giving will be timed for the second month of the quarter or when the money is there, with plans to pay the
fourth quarter in December of each year.

Gary Culbertson reported for the Worship Committee that Bill Read is handling communion serving which will be
done by units of the church. Choir members served in February. Session volunteers will serve in March.

The facility use fee was clarified. Groups who pay will pay for up to two meetings in a calendar month. More than
two meetings in a month will have no additional charge. This becomes effective March 1, 2008

The following groups were approved for building use: Health Mapping meeting, Goldwing Road Riders Associa-
tion, and the Augustine Fellowship SLAA (Sex-Love Addicts Anonymous). Saturdays will not be scheduled with
regular groups which might conflict with church activities or weddings.

Jack Drury reported that the trees behind the church have been trimmed, one replaced and soil amended as needed.
The skylight project is completed. Purchasing new furniture and tables includes arranging for ReStore taking the
old tables and crediting Habitat for Humanity. The Lounge furniture will go to a needy family. Beaver Tree trim-
ming project was completed last Saturday and he reduced his fee 50%. The Youth director’s desk was replaced,
and Bill made a shelf for her computer. An electrical wiring survey will be done and we’ll get estimate of repair
to the church electrical system. Repairs will start with the offices for staff and the Friendly Visitors program.

Christian Education Committee reported new materials and activities.

Wendy Crandall reported that Congregational Life Committee is supporting the valentines to shut-ins project. Rick
Seater and Patty Cromarty are taking care of the Tall Timber Retreat. The Seder service will follow last year’s for-
mat. The Women’s Retreat will be at the church on April 26" and Bobbi Hargleroad (former editor of PCUSA
Church and Society Magazine) will be the speaker.

Session approved serving a light breakfast at church from 9-10 on Sunday mornings. Wendy will start the break-
fasts and she is looking for volunteers. Everyone who wants breakfast is welcome.

Randy Bower reported that the Membership committee’s new meeting time is Monday night the week before Ses-
sion at 7 PM.

Matt Hargleroad gave the report for Mission and Social Action. Gretchen and Pastor Tam are getting displays
ready for Presbytery Mission Fair. We will have a speaker from Africa here at St. James on April 16, 2008.

Jean Seater reported for the Personnel Committee. Pastor Tam's permanent contract is ready to sign. It includes
one Sunday per quarter off, as she is often requested to serve as pulpit supply.

Session approved a Maternity Leave Policy to give 3 paid weeks and 12 weeks unpaid. Our previous policy was
ambiguous. This policy is in keeping with the minimal standards set by the Federal Family Leave Act. Staff sick
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED...
leave was changed from one week per year to two weeks per year. It does not accrue.

The Growth Planning Task Force update was presented by Randy. They will meet with two resource people from
Presbytery. The Task Force is clear in its direction and will meet two times per month. Early recommendations are to
increase communication and have Session members introduce the committees from the lectern during announcements
on the first Sunday of the month (3 minutes or less). Session committee speakers will be picked monthly beginning
with Building and Grounds.

The meeting closed with prayer.

St. James Presbyterian Church

Holy Week Church Schedule

March 16 Palm Sunday
10:30 am Worship service: One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering

March 20 Maundy Thursday
6 pm Seder Meal
7 pm Worship, Communion

March 21 Good Friday
7 pm Ecumenical Worship
at Garden St. Methodist Church

March 23 Easter Sunday

7:00 am  Sunrise worship service:
Fairhaven Park
(Please see reverse)

8:00 am Breakfast at St. James
Please join the Congregational
Life committee for a hot
breakfast including eggs,
sausage, cinnamon rolls
and more!

Worship service




Thanks to
the Pulse
Mailing Crew

Maverette Butler
Margaret deMaine
Mary Elmslie
Dorothy Herrmann
Mel Reasoner

Deadline for the April issue:
March 18.

St. James Presbyterian Church
910 14th Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 733-1325
office@saintjamespres.org
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