DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

O for a Closer Walk with God /39
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1 0 for a clos - er walk with  God, a
2 Re - turn, O ho - ly Dove, re - turn, sweet
3 The dear - est i - dol I have known, what -
4 So shall my  walk be close with  God, calm
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calm and heaven - ly frame, a light to shine up -

mes - sen - ger of rest! I hate the sins that

e’er that i - dol be, help me to tear it

and se - rene my frame; so pur - er light shall
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on the road that leads me to the Lamb!
made thee mourn and drove thee from my breast.
from  thy throne, and wor - ship on - ly thee.
mark the road that leads me to the Lamb.
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Merely longing for a restored relationship with God is not enough; real repentance requires amendment of
life (stanza 3). The similarity of stanzas 1 and 4 suggests both continuity and improvement. This tune was
one of the new common tunes in the Scottish Psalter of 1635.

TEXT: William Cowper, 1769
MUSIC: Scottish Psalter, 1635; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt.
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